Presentation Assignment Sheet

Assignment: Prepare a short (10-15 minute) presentation on a piece of adapted/appropriated art, considering both the nature of the object, and its connections to the themes of the course. An outline of the presentation must be submitted to the instructor in written form. Students are encouraged to use media (clips, websites) in their presentations; presentations consisting entirely of PowerPoint are not allowed. Objects that consider the influence of digital media are strongly encouraged.
Grading Criteria: submitted presentation outline, performance, relevance to the course themes, and presentation content, each worth 25 points. 

Outline: The outline should not be a word-for-word copy of the presentation, but should clearly present the basic details of the object, the sections of the presentation, major points, etc. Your presentation should follow the outline, and the outline should of course be correctly formatted and free of errors. 

Performance: Your performance must be effective on basic levels: Can everyone in the room hear you? Do you appear prepared and calm? Do you make eye contact? Are you stumbling over words, getting lost, or repeating yourself? Do your additional materials help (handouts, clips, images), and are they integrated into the presentation? Do you appear knowledgeable what you are saying, and comfortable presenting the material? The tone should not be as formal as a piece of academic writing, but slightly more formal than a blog post. 

Relevance: Your object should demonstrate elements of adaptation and/or appropriation, of course, but the performance should be framed by the issues of the course. If possible, refer us back to past readings or themes/forms from past weeks. Why is this object an interesting example of adaptation/appropriation? Does it offer anything new? 

Content: Fundamentally, I'm looking to see whether you are an expert on this object, and can present it clearly and in a useful manner. Do you know the history and context of the object, its artist, the art form of which it's a part, any genres or movements that might be relevant, its influence, etc.? Have you considered your object from every angle, and selected the most important information to present? Though this is a different writing medium than the blog or the paper, many of the composition issues are similar—there should be a central idea you convey, and the argument is implicitly why this object is interesting and important. 

Important notes: Presentations that do not last ten minutes will have points deducted, as will presentations that go over fifteen—I will stop you at that point. I recommend preparing and even rehearsing your presentation to make sure you are around 10-11 minutes, to compensate for technology issues and performance anxiety. Hopefully there will be time for questions, and you should be prepared to answer them. You may submit your outline in person or email it to me, as long as I receive it before you present.
